Resolution of the Demarest Governing Body

Resolution No. 031-26

January 5, 2026
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TITLE: ARESOUTION IN SUPPORT OF ANORTHERN VALLEY GREENWAY

WHEREAS, the six Northern Valley towns of Closter, Cresskill, Demarest, Northvale,
Norwood and Tenafly are home to approximately eight miles of a continuous and underutilized
segment of the former Erie Lackawanna, now CSX Northern Branch; and

WHEREAS, in 1966 the Erie Railroad terminated its commuter passenger service, and
diminished operational and maintenance responsibilities along said corridor; and

WHEREAS, the consolidation of Erie Lackawanna and Penn Central into Conrail in 1976, the
Northern Branch fell under the control of Conrail and

WHEREAS, in the late 1970s freight service to New York State was discontinued after
Continental Can Company in Piermont closed, and

WHEREAS, after the breakup of Conrail in 1999 the Northern Branch was divided, and CSX
Transportation, Inc. (CSX) was given the northern section; and

WHEREAS, after many studies and impact statements regarding the use of light rail north to
Tenafly and Cresskill, New Jersey Transit decided to have the terminus station at the Englewood
Hospital and Medical Center, with necessary rail infrastructure extending just past the southern
border of Tenafly; and

WHEREAS, freight rail service provided by CSX has been partially and fully discontinued
within the borders of the six Northern Valley towns as evidenced by removal of track, ties, signals
and at-grade crossing equipment, the loss of shippers and an increase of neglect; and

WHEREAS, the proposed Northern Valley Green Way will link up at the New York State



line in the town of Orangetown with the Joseph B. Clarke Rail- Trail as a segment of the Hudson
River Valley Greenway system. The Joseph B. Clarke Rail-Trail also links to the Piermont, South
Nyack and Nyack River trails and connects Sparkill Park, The Piermont Erie Railroad Pier,
Tallman State Park, Bike Route 9 and via the bike and walk path of the Mario Cuomo Bridge will
enable access to New York State's extensive network of non-motorized transportation and
recreational networks on the eastern side of the Hudson River; and

WHEREAS, the corridor forms a superior connection between and among the communities to
this cooperative effort and enhances the linkage of residential communities, commercial and business
sites, schools, civic, institutional and recreational lands and waters; and

WHEREAS, the Mayors and Councils of the six Northern Valley towns passed resolutions in
2017 to authorize the Northern Valley Rail-Trail project and the formation of an Inter-local "GREEN

WAY" Planning Commitiee; and

WHEREAS, additional Northern Valley towns' Mayors and Councils have subsequently also
passed similar resolutions of support for the Northern Valley Greenway (NVG) initiative; and

WHEREAS, The New Jersey Department of Transportation Office of Bicycle and Pedestrian
Programs has sponsored and funded an official Technical Planning Assistance Study that did not
identify any potential fatal flaws with the project's objectives; and

WHEREAS, the NVG Planning Cominittee has successfully established and developed working
relationships with local, county, regional and state stakeholders, acquired letters of support from
numerous state and federal elected officials and established strong public support for the project; and

WHEREAS, the County of Bergen has incorporated the Northern Valley Greenway as a
visionary opportunity in the Bergen County Parks Master Plan and has been an active participant on

the NVG Planning Committee; and

WHEREAS, the towns of the Northern Valley, along with the County of Beigen, State of New
Jersey and local organizations have been engaged with the Northern Valley Greenway Committee
in the planning and evaluation of non-motorized inter-urban transportation alternatives and trail
opportunities for community development, alternative modes of transportation, public health and
public recreational access and these municipal and non-profit organizations have been working

cooperatively on this proposal.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Demarest hereby declare that it is their intention to continue to work cooperatively with the other
towns of the Northern Valley and other stakeholder organizations in supporting the efforts of the
Northern Valley Greenway Planning Committee to pursue reuse of the corridor as a "Green Way™:
to accommodate non-motorized, public access facility for recreation and transportation use; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Deinarest intend
to work cooperatively with the towns of the Northern Valley and other governmental, municipal and
non municipal stakeholders, as needed, in the planning, design, grant writing and other activities
necessary to advance corridor reuse; and



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Demarest
recognize the amount of work such an undertaking involves and as such hereby restate their
agreement with and continued support of the Interlocal "Northern Valley Greenway Planning
Committee" ("Committee") whose official membership consists of mayoral appointees from the six
Northern Valley towns and a representative of the County of Bergen. Each of the six towns and the
County of Bergen will have an equal vote on committee actions and decisions with tie votes decided
by the NVG Team Leader The Committee may invite representatives of other stakeholder
organizations to join the Committee. The Committee shall meet regularly, keep records work with
other stakeholders to develop a project work plan, host meetings and public events, work with
stakeholders and serve as a forum for coordinating municipal, county. state. federal and regional
agency activities. The Committee will be an advisory Committee to plan and coordinate the
undertaking with the Borough Council, maintaining responsibility to take any necessary action,
expend any money, enter into any contract or incur any liability. The Committee shall not be
authorized to enter into contracts, expend money, maintain a budget, approve expenditures or incur
any liability on behalf of the Borough. With Committee approval, the NVG Team Leader may sign
memorandums of understanding to further the Committee's goals for investigation purposes within
the restrictions mentioned elsewhere in this paragraph.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough of Demarest recognizes that the County of
Bergen is considering passing a supporting resolution and that the other towns in the Northern Valley
are considering renewing their supporting resolutions, and the Borough of Demarest encourages
those entities to do so and is willing to enter into a memorandum of understanding with those that
pass such resolutions.
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CERTIFICATION
1, Julie Falkenstern, Borough Clerk, of the Borough of Demarest, in the County of Bergen and the State of New Jersey do hereby
certify that the foregoing Resolution is a true copy of the original resolution duly passed and adopted by the Governing Body at

the meeting on January 5, 2026.
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{Julie Bdlkbnstern, RMC
orough Clerk




